THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

whole army. At the same time, he gave me notice of the
promotion to General of Colonel Modesto, a member of
the Communist Party who was meant to relieve me in the
command of the Central Army.

This most important news, in spite of its most con-
fidential and private nature, reached the ears of the
military commanders and the civil population in Madrid
with extraordinary rapidity. The same night, military
commanders, civil authorities and members of the political
and syndicalist parties, some personally and others by
telephone, enquired of my aides if it were true that I had
been relieved of my command of the Central Army. My
aides, by my orders, did not confirm this, but even so
many senior officers told me of their unconditional loyalty
and their wish that the command should not be handed
over to Colonel Modesto. These proofs of trust and
affection were a great stimulus to me, and pleased me,
even if I did not need them, for I had already taken the
firm decision not to hand over my command to him.

On the following day the Director General of Security
in giving me the news of the previous day told me that
there had been great nervousness among the people when
they had heard that I was being relieved, and that during
the night he had been visited by several diplomats, asking
for safe conduct passes to leave Madrid at once. The
Diplomatic Corps and civil population of Madrid were
both terrified by the possibility of the Communists getting
control of the situation.

As I learned later the Prime Minister had told the
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